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BackgroundBackground

�� Environmental reporting is alive                       Environmental reporting is alive                       

but still in its infancy in China but still in its infancy in China 

�� Environmental issues include:Environmental issues include:

�� WuxiWuxi water crisiswater crisis

�� Yangtze River dolphinYangtze River dolphin

�� Urban air pollutionUrban air pollution



Slow ProgressSlow Progress
for Environmental Reportingfor Environmental Reporting

�� 1950s 1950s --1970s: Almost nonexistent1970s: Almost nonexistent

�� 1980s: Environment emerges as a news topic1980s: Environment emerges as a news topic

�� 1990s: More progress1990s: More progress

Focusing on the imbalance of economic development          Focusing on the imbalance of economic development          

and environmental protectionand environmental protection

�� Today: Still in its infancy. Why?Today: Still in its infancy. Why?



ChallengesChallenges
for Environmental Journalismfor Environmental Journalism

�� Government control and interferenceGovernment control and interference

�� Lack of training for Chinese journalistsLack of training for Chinese journalists

�� Media outlets donMedia outlets don’’ t encourage      t encourage      

environmental coverageenvironmental coverage

�� Companies lack transparencyCompanies lack transparency



Future Outlook Future Outlook 

�� Door to environmental coverage opening slowlyDoor to environmental coverage opening slowly

�� Information restrictions are being relaxedInformation restrictions are being relaxed

�� Public awareness is increasingPublic awareness is increasing



One Environmental Case:One Environmental Case:

20052005

SonghuaSonghua RiverRiver

DisasterDisaster



SonghuaSonghua River CaseRiver Case
�� Local officials restrict media accessLocal officials restrict media access

�� Crisis expands, media mobilizes and exposes disasterCrisis expands, media mobilizes and exposes disaster

�� Central government takes actionCentral government takes action

�� But later, governmentBut later, government

bans reportingbans reporting



Caijing ReactsCaijing Reacts
to to SonghuaSonghua CrisisCrisis

Reports in detail Reports in detail 

about disasterabout disaster

�� Exposes coverExposes cover--up up 
by governmentby government

�� Criticizes officials Criticizes officials 
in editorialin editorial

Pain of Songhua River

Published  Nov 28, 2005, in CAIJING



CaijingCaijing’’ ss Continuing EffortsContinuing Efforts

�� SendSend journalistsjournalists to UC to UC 
Berkeley for environmental Berkeley for environmental 
journalism trainingjournalism training

�� Start fullStart full --fledged environment fledged environment 
and science beatand science beat

�� Set standards for professional Set standards for professional 
environmental reportingenvironmental reporting

Global Warming 

February 2007



Future GoalsFuture Goals

We hope to seeWe hope to see

�� Better training for Chinese journalistsBetter training for Chinese journalists

�� Greater efforts by media outlets Greater efforts by media outlets 

�� Government and company cooperationGovernment and company cooperation
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